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Dear Girls and Boys,

This history of Dartmouth was written especially for |
you n order that you can learn more about your Lown. As
you read this booklet, think of what life was like for the
children who lived m yowr towm years go.

May you have as much pleasure reading these stories
as I had writing them for you.
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DARTMOUTH TODAY

Darirumicth iz the fouvth bargest tows im ares in Massachuzerts,

&

DARTMOUTH'S FIRST INHABITANTS

Who were the first inhabitants of Dartmouth? The first people
who lived in our town were not white poople.  Dartmouth's first
inhabitants were Indians.

When someone uses the word “Indians’ whal comes to your
mind? Are most of the thoughts thal come to vour mind aboat
Indians, “good™” things?

Az you read this story vou may be surprised at bow much we
learned from the Indians

e S
These Dartmooth Indiang were the Acushnets (A cush nets),
b, e
the Apponeganseiis (Ap pon e gan aeL-la;, and the Acvaxsels

{4 cok 3213] of the Wampanoag Tribe. The Wampanoags belonged
o the onece powerful Algonquin Indians who claimed Mew England
as their territory. The Indians loved to roam freely through
woods. Dartmouth was their home, They must have enjoyed
Dartmouth for much of it was wooded at that time.

Whal was Dartmouth like then? Dartmouth was a wilder
nexs,  Remember, there were no stores or shops in the wilderness,
There was no place one could go to buy things. The Indiang had
to be able to take care of their own needs. 1t is absolutely neces
sary that all people have food, clothing, and shelter. To securs
their food, clothing, shelter, and also their tooks and utensils. the
Wampanoags Iearned to use the plants and animals that were
around them.

INDIAN FOGD

What did the Indians have for food? Where did they get it?
They ate the plants and animals they found around them. The
food the Wampanoags ate came from the ocean, rivers, woods, and
fields near home.

Binee they had no cows of Eoats, Indian children did not
have milk to drink as vou do. They never could have bacon for
breakfast or a ham sandwich for lunch because they did not have
any pigs. Meither did they have chicken or lamb. All these
animals were brought to our country later by the white men.

The ocean supplied the Dartmouth Indians with much Food.
The rivers also offered them food for they were alive with fish.
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Two of these rivers are the Acushoet River which fAows inko
Buzzard’s Bay at the present city of Mew Bedford and the Appong-
ganselt River which has Padanaram Harbor as its mouth. The
Little River and the Slocum River which empty inte Bumard's
Bay at Potomska {South Dartmooth) also helped to sopply the
Warnpanoags with food. So did the Westport River.

In these waters the Indians found clams, guahogs, miussels,
periwinkles, scallops, oysters, crabs, ecls, lobsters, and many kinds
of fish. How many of these have you seen? Perhaps you have
collected the shells of some of these shellfish.

Have you ever eaten esls? They are delicious when fried.
The Indians ate ecls, They had a way of catching eels by treading
thetn out of the river mud with their fest. Now-a-days if we need
extra vitamins we can buy vitamin pills.  But the Wampanoags
gob some of their vitamins from the ol in the eels.

Sometimes the Indians used dogout canoces when spearing
for Gish or lobsters. Often they walked into the water to spear
lobsters that were close to the shore, Their spear looked like &
long two-pronged fork.

In New Hedford thers is a lttle point of land facing the
Acushnet River. This piece of land was once called “Smoking
Hock™ The Wampanoags used to gather there for clambakes,
How do we know the Indians held clambakes at this spot? When
the land there was plowed over by the white seitlers heaps of dis
carded clam shells were found. Stome arrowheads used by fhe
Indigns were also found there. Does this help you understand
how clambakes, so common here in. the summer time, first began?

INDIAN FARMING

Although Dartmouth’s soil was stony and not very rich, the
Indians did a little farming here. They raised corn, beans, pump-
kins, squash, cucumbers and tobscco, Corn was their chief food
summer and winter, The Indians had a clever way of deciding
when to plant their corn. They said, “When the cak leaf has un-
curled to the size of a mouse's ear it is time to plant our corn.”
They used a stone hoe or maybe just a pointed stick. FPerhaps
they made a crude hoe by fastening a clam or a quahog shell to &
gtiek. Dwor antlers were sometimes used this way, too,

For fertilizer, in order to make the soll richer, they used fish
and kelp (seaweed). They buried the fish or kelp in the sotl willy
the seads, Thi Indians dropped & fish or two in every Tittle hill
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ta help the plant grow tsl and stromg.  They watched their fields
chosely for-a while alter planting. Do you know why they did thig?
This waz done to keep wild animals from digging up the fish. When
we plant corn mow we have to try and keep the birds from cating
the seed, The Indians had that problem, too, It was the duty of !_
the women and children to drive off the flocks of hungry birds
that were about the felds.

Of course, the tobacco the Indisns raised was used for smok-
ing. They were pipe smokers. The Indians made their pipes of
clay.

BERRIES

it was one of the women's chotes lo gather the food thal
could be found in the woods. Wild fruits were quite plentiful.
In Dartmouth the women found blueberries, huckleberries, bl
berries, raspberries, grapes, strawberries, wild black cherries, cra
berries, and beach plums. How many of these wild fraits b
vou picked in Dartencuth?

Sometimes the Indian women dried the berries. When they
were dried they pot them into baskels. Then they baried U
Dbagkets and perries in holes in the ground for use in the winter,

NUTS

The Wampanoags also ste mits found in this area, Walnul;
hamel nuls, chestnuts, and hickory nuts were some kKinds of
nuts found bere, They ate scorns, too. The Indians knew
wildl roots that were edible.  They dug into the ground fo get t
wild roots, When spring came they probably went searching |
fresh green herbs that were good to eat.  They liked the
of the small cnions that grew wild,

DRIED FOODS

Bosides drying berrbes the Indian women alse dried corm,
squash, meat, and fish,  The dried corn was their grain foad fo
the winler, The corn was used to make broad and pudding. M
of the eorn wos crushed or pounded inlo meal by the Indian lad
That was hard work. How did they de il? Sometimes the
kernels of corn were placed on a large flat stone,  Then the Tndi
lady would crush them with another smatler stone she could
caskly, Somelinees the Tndians uged mortar and pestle, The
might be called a bowl Tt was hewn outl of fock by chi

(L]

seraping, and rubbing. The pectie was another rock used as 2
pounder, After much use the mortar and pestle became somewhat
srooth.  Can you understand why they were one of the cherished
passeszions of the ladies?

MORE FOOD FROM THE WOODS

In wooded Darterouth the Indians found plenty of meat They
knew the woods well. Wild turkeys were found here in abund-
ance. They ate many turkeys and other wild birds, Sometimes
they ate birds" egges. Deer were plentiful, too, Have you ever
seen a deer here? Many of those graceful animals have been seen
at a distance in the meadows of Dartmouth. They are beaotiful
animals.

The Wampanosgs also ate partridges, ducks, pheasants, rab-
bits and beaver. You probably have not seen a beaver here but
partridges, ducks, rabhits, and pheasants still add beanty and food
to Dartmouth.

INDIAN TOOLS

At the present time many of the tools we wse are made of
iron or steel. The Indians used shelis, stones, or the bones of
animals for cutting tools,

INDIAN CLOTHES

How did the Indlans dress? They used the sking of animals
for clothing. 1t was hard work to make their clothes. The animal
hides were scraped and cut with homemade knives and scrapers.
The women did this work. When working, they did not wear as
many clothes as we do. The men snd women dressed somewhal
alike. The women usually wore a one piece deer skin wrap-
around skirl, For special Indian ceremonies the ladies dressed ina
long one pivce garment which they had decorated beautifully with
shelis. Both sexes wore mecassing.  As jewelry, they wore ani-
mals' teeth, shell beads, and feathers.

In colder weather, the women wore long dresses. The men
wore trousers. They frequently wore leggings and arm bands
when it was cold. For winler time they used an animal skin robe
which left one shoulder uncovered, These robes were called
blankets.



INDIAN MONEY

Do you know what the Indizns used for money? The Indians
used wampum as we uwse money, They made wampum from shells,
What kind of shells do you think the Indians used for wampum?
Did you guess clam shells? The Indians wsually used hard clam
fquzhog) shells. From the guahog shells they made pretty purpls
and white beads.

The Indisns did not use the quahog shells just as they found
them. First, they broke the shells. Then they would take the
little bits of guahog shells and polish them. After the shells
were polished, the Indiams bored a hole through them, Why di
they bore a hole through them? The Indians bored a hole
the middle of the shells so they eould put them on a string.
do you suppose they used to bore the hole? They used hils
shells and a stone awl. Your father may have one at homse,
his probably is not made of stone. Some Indian awls were m
of bone.

From very early time pecple have worn jewelry or d
tions of some sort. The Indians were no exception. They fre
guently wore copper beads, Feathers and shell ornaments
tucked into their hair. Do you koow what a pendant is?
form of jewelry was sometimes worn by the Indian. Indian pen-
dants were mede of shells, stones, or animals' teeth.

Many Indizng wore: belts of wampum around their heads. Proh-
ably you have seen pictures of Indiang with these wampum
beads. Some Indians also placed a belt of wampum around
neck.  This served s a necklace or a collar. Somelimes thes
wampiitn belts were so long they reached below the Indian's kneas
Wampum beads were also made into bracelets.

INDIAN HOMES

The Wampanoag homes looked like little circular huts. These
hts were made of skins, or bark, or mats spread over poles. A
gpaee was left for a door. A hole was also left on the roof for a
smoke hole. These holes could be closed if il rained or snowed,
A deer skin was often used to close the deor.

When a fire was necessary, it was built in the center of the
home $o the smoke could go out throogh the nood.

What did the Indians use for beds? The I[ndians slept on
skins or mats on the floor.

14

INDIAN TRAVEL

How did the Indians gel from one place to another in this
wilderness? They made trails. The w:nfpama_gs_nw:lad trails
for hunting, for trading, and to get waler for drinking and trans-
portation. Some reads in present day Dartmouth were once Ine
dian trails. These inclwde Slocum Road, Tucker Road, Chase Road,
and Barmey's Joy Road.

The Indians made dugout cances and used them to travel from
place to place. Canoes were very common among the Indians. Can
you picture these duogout candes on Dartmouth's rivers?

Now do you feel better acquainted with Dartmouth’s earliest
inhabitants?
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DARTMOUTI'S FIRST WHITE VISITOR

Have you ever drepmed of being an explorer and golng to &
zpot whete no one elge has ever been? How de you think the
first white man to set foot on the Indian territory of Dartmooth
felt? The first white visitor to Dartmouth gave us @ good picture
of our town s it was over three and one half centuries ago.

Who was the first white man fo come to Dartmouth?  Where
did he come from?

According to old Morse Viking saga istories] Erie the Red sailed
into Buzzard's Bay in the tenth century. (Norse refers to Norway
where the Vikings first lived. Norway is & smali country across the
Atlantic Ovean In northern Europek

1f Bric the Red did sall into Buzzard's Bay, he probably came
to Dartmouth. Bub we cannot be certain becuse he left no
proof of his vigit. The Norsemen were also called Yikingz. We are
certain the Vikings did sall far and wide from their homes in Green:
land, We know they offen sailed great distances from. their
homeland. Since they failed to leave any trace of their exploting,
we ¢an't be sbaolutely sure they came here.

CAPTAIN BARTHOLOMEW GOSNOLD

However, we do have proof that, ever so many Years ags,
in 1602, Caplain Bartholomew Gosnold, a daring English explorer,
explored this area. That makes Caplain Gosoold the first white
snan to come to Dartmouth.  He sailed across the Atlantic Ocean
{from Falmouth, England to America.

Why did Gosnold come to Anterica? He came for two reasons,
Gesnold wanted to find & short course fo our present day state of
Virginla. He also expected to start a plantation sormewhere along
the Atlantic (cean coastline,

The name of Gosnold's ship was the Concord. The Concord's
home port was Dartmouth, England.  Gosnald had thirty-one men
with him.

Gosnold first stopped al Cutiyhunk Istand.  He gave this
island itz name. 1f vou haven't visited Cuttyhunk lsland you
have probably seen il, ©On @ clear day this two mile long istand
can he seen easily from Salters Point, Misham Point, Smith Meck,
or the Town Landing,

17



Gosnold miust have mesnt to stay in this area for some time
because at Cuttybonk he had his crew build a store-house and a
fort on an island within the island.

GOSMNOLI'S VISIT TO THE MAINLAND

Looking across from Cutlyhunk, Gosneld could see the main-
land. Dartmouth was on the mainland directly across from Cutte-
honk. Gosnold decided to see what the mainiand was like. While
some of his men continped working at Cuttyhunk, Gosnold and
others of hiz crew sailed across the bay In the Copcord and landed
on the shore near Round Hill (M. I. T. Laboratory). Do you know
where Round Hill 8% T is on Smith Meck Road in South Dart-
mouth near Salter's Point. Gosnold called Round Hill “Hap's Hill"
because it was hoped “much hap (happiness) might be expected
from it"

‘While on this expedition to Dartmouth, Gosoold was met by
a group of Indian men, women, and children, The Indians wers
very [riendly to Gosnold and his men

Gosneld and the Indians did some trading. The Indians gave
Gosnold tobaceo, hemp, turtles, bodled fish in twig baskets, artificfal
strings, calored wampum and the sking of such wild animals ag
deer, obter, fox, beaver, and wildcat. How pleased Gosnold was!
The natives also gave Gosnold some sassalras roots, Have you
ever seen gassafras? You can still find it in Dartmouth,  In Gos-
nold's lime sassafras was in grest demand. It was used as medi-
cine. Gosnold did some exploring that day but as night spproached
ke returned to Cuttyhunk.

GOSNOLD'S DESCRIPTION

The captain had nouch praise for our locality, He describied
the natives as "o fairconditioned people.” Whal do you think he
meant? He also ssid the Indians treated him and his men with
"all eourteous kindness” That is fine praise. [f company comes:
to your house and they say something like that aboot you it makes
your mother very happy.

Coenold deseribed the mainland thus, “the main the pood-
liest continent e had ever seen, promising more by far than
did in amny way expect, for it is replenished with [air felds an
with fragrant flowers, alse meadows, and hedged in with st
groves, being forpished also with pleasant brooks and heau
with two main rivers.”

Remember that when Gosnold spoke of the mainland he
meant Dartmouth. What do you suppose he meant when he zaid,
"It is replenished with falr felds and with fragrant fowers?"

Dartmouth still bas some beautiful meadows. Just before
it is time to cut the hay the meadows are colorful  Mext summer
stop and look at omg of Dartmouth’s meadows. They really are
pretty.

Captain Goenold mentioned our “stalely groves” Do you
know what groves are? AL that time there were groves of beech
and cedar in our tommn.  Are there any groves in Dartmouth now?

Gosnold said the mainland was “beautiful with two main
elvers"” The lwo rivers spoken of by our first white visitor are
the Acushnet River which separates New Bedford and Fairhaven
and the Apponegansett River which flows into Padanaram Harbor.
rosnold made {wo other remarks that might interest you. While
here he picked some wild strawberries. Later he sald they were
“ag gweel and much bigger than in England." Goznold also men-
Hosed that deer and other wild beasts were very plantiful. Thanks
to- Caplain Gosnold we have a better picture of Old Dartmouth.

GOSMOLD'S VISITORS

Remember you read that Gostold returned to Cuttyhunk
Island. A few days later while Gognold's men were still woerking
on their shelters on Cuottyhunk Island, they saw some canoes
approaching the island. How surprized they were! The canoes
were. coming from Dartmouth. There were eleven canoes.  Who
do vou think was in these canoes? Fifty Indian: were in the
cances, If forty-seven of the Indians were men, how many women
were there? Because Gosnold did not want the Indians to discover
his fortifications, he left the fort and went to meet the Indians.
He and some of his men met the Indians at the shore. Gosnold
said that although the Indians acted very friendly they carried
bows and arrows with them.

The Indian: brought many furs for trading purposes. Gosnold
said the Indians brought beavers, martlng, otters, wild-cat skinms,
black foxmes, comey-skins, deer-skins, sealskins and other kinds of
skinzg not known to Gosaold and his men.  Jugt think of all the
wild animals found in Dartmeouth in those days! Can any of these
animals be found in Dartmouth now? In return for the furs the
white men gave the Indians straw hats and knives.

‘Three days were spent in trading, Gosnold said most of the
Indinng were dressed in deevsking.  The men and the women
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drogsed in aboot the same way, The oxplorsr also mentioned Uit
e Indian meen werg taller than the Englishimen but the Indian
women were short and fatl,

GGosnold sald a few of the Indians had thin black beards,
But most of the Indians did not have beards. Strange as it may
seem to us, some of the natives had make-believe beards that were
made of the hair of animals. It was the custom in thoze days for
white men to grow beards. Im his writings, Gosnold tells us that
ong Indian wanted to trade his makebelieve beard for the red
beard of one of the white men. The Indian did not think the
white man's beard could be real because he had never seen a
reddish-colored beard before.  How the white men must have
laughed at thal! Probahly they often teased their companion
about trading his “make-belleve” beard.

The Indians had no matches. Did you ever wonder how they
mzde 8 fire? Gosnold reported the Indions he saw had fire-making
sets. These fire-making sels were carried in small leather bags.
The leather bags (animal sking) were attached to a belt the male
Indians wore around their waist,

The Indians did thelr trading in the daylime. As night
approached they retired to the opposite end of Cuttyhunk. After
thres days of trading, the Indians pot into their cances and paddied
back to the mainland.

GOSNOLD RETURNS TO ENGLAND

Gosnold did not remain here very long.  He arrived here in
May and in June sailed back to England to gell hiz cargo of ssssa-
frag, cedar trees, and furs.

Although Gosneld later returned to America, he did not come
back to Dartmouth. He went instead to Virginia. He is buried
there, He wag captsin of the “Godspeed,” one of three ships that
arrived in Jamestown, Virginda, in 1607, Gosnold was alse.a mem-
ber of the council that governed the Jamestown setflement,

It is too bad Gosnold did not establish a colony here. If he
had done so, Dartmouth, not Jamestown, would have been the first
permanent English settlement in America,

THE PURCHASE OF DARTMOUTH

When your mother sends you to the store to buy something,
what do you have with you? Your angwer is right — money. This
story I= sbout & very large purchase paid for with — no — not
money this time: If you read this story, you will find out what
was used instead of money.

The earllest settlers in Massachusetts came from England.
These eouragecus men and women formed colonies in Plymouth
{1620}, Salem (1626}, and sbout Massachusetts Bay (Boston), 1630.
Soon sorse of these colenists wanted to spread out and gain new
territory. A few of them moved inte Dartrouth.

When did the settiers declde to come to this locality? We
cannot be sure fust when the first white persen moved inte Dart-
mouth. We do know that between 1830 and 1650 some people
spread out into this unknown wilderneas.

The first whits people to make their homes in Dartmouth
came from the Plymouth colony. This is not strange sinoe the
boundary of the Flymoeuth Colony almost reached Dartmouth.

Earlier the Flymouth celony had made peace with the Indian
chief, Massasoit. They knew this section of Massachusetts belonged
to Massascit. We can be proud that they did mot just take the
land gs some seitiers did. In some places the early seftlers just
pushed the Indians from their land. Instead, some Plymouth
gettlers asked Massaseit to sell this land to them. Massagoil
agreed to sell them the land.

DARTMOUTH PURCHASE

It iz said that the white men bought the land from Massasoif.
How rach money do you think they paid for it? Actoally, not much
money was given for the land. Instead the purchasers gave the
Indians things they needed or wanted. Here is a list of things the
Indians received in exchange for the lamd

“30 wards of cloth two kettles

eight moose skins ane cipak

filteen axas two English Pounds in Wampam
fiftesn hoes eight pair of shoes

fifteen pair of breechez one jron pot

cight blankets ten shillings in another comodite”
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Does this list seem & little strange to you? We certainly
don't buy land that way mow., But that was the way the earliest
settlers traded with the Indians. They gave them the things they
felt the Indians wanted or needed. Perhaps you noticed English
pounds and shillings. Pounds and shillings were English money
used not only in the country of England but also im the English
colonies. in America

You rmay be curbous as to the valoe of twa English pounds in
wampum. Our first story told uws that wampum was white or
purple beads made from clam or guahog shells.

In 1640 the Plvmouth court set a price for wampum. They
did this in an effort to be fair to the Indians. (Remember making
wamnpum was slow work.) The court decided that six pleces of
wampum would have the same value as one penny. The members
of the court felt that one dollar was worth aboul three huondred
pleces of wampum. The court also decided thal it would take
1,500 pleces of wampum to have the value of one poumd. AL
that rate, how many pieces of wampum would equal two pounds?

We do not know what article ks referred to when the bill
of zale states “10 shillings in another comoditie”

DIZSAPPEARANCE OF MANY INDIANS

When Dartmouth was purchased, Massasoit promised to re-
move within a year aif the Indianz who lived here.

That proved the hardest part of the arrangement to carry
out. Some of the Indians did not leave this area. Howewver, there
ware nol nearly as many Indlane in Dartmouth then a8 had been
here when Gosnold explored In 1602,

Perhaps vou are wondering what happened Lo all the Indbans.
About 1618 a very serious sickness — a deadly plague — had
cansed many, many Indians o die. What is a plague? The In-
dians referred to this time as “the time of the great sorrow” It
greatly reduced the number of Indisns in southern New England
simee thouwsands of Indians died. Nine owl of every ten Indians
that lived along the Massachusetts coast died. The Indian popu-
Massopoft s#lls Dartmouth fo the white people. Nome some of the lation fell from 30,000 to 1,000, No woender the Indians called

things  mictured kot were wsed n: poyment for the [end,  Wers the it a time of great sorromt
berrics mentioned?

THE DEED

When someone buys 2 piece of land, he gets a deed for the
land. A deed is really a piece of paper that tells where the land
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OLIY DARTMOUTH

New Bedfard

Buzzards Bay

The towm of Dortmouth mn i woz originally i 1852 Very small see-
Home of Little Compton, R, I end Tivertom, B 1 ol belonged to e
mouth. The sriped erea shosrs Dortmowth as it kas been since 1787,

YNV SWiGH

is and who bought it. ‘The white settlers had a deed for our town.
Mot all, but some of the purchasers' names were on the deed. One
part of the deed says: “Masspsoit and Wamsutta (Massasoit's som)
sold to William Bradford, Captain Myles Standish, Themas Sauth-
worth, John Winslow, John Cooke and their associales . . . ™

Whose name headed the list of purchasers? Yes, William
Bradford headed the list. He was the governor of Plymouth col
ony. BEwvervone liked Governor Bradford, When vou stady Ameri-
can history you will learn more aboutl Governor Bradford,

The name of Captain Mrlez Standish s next on the list. He
was In charge of the Plymouth militla (guards or armyl. One of
America’s greatest and best beloved poets, Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow, wrote & famous poem zhout Myles Standish. It is called,
“The Courtship of Miles Standish.” You will probably read it
when you are in a higher grade in school

John Cooke was another purchaser. He waz one of the few
puarchasers who actuaily came to live in Dartmouth. John Cooke
had comme bo America as 3 passenger in the Mayflower in 1620, That
mpeant be wag one of the Pilgrims. He was only a boy at that time.
When he grew up he became a Baplist minister. He was forced
to leave Flymouth because his religious views differed from those
of the Plymouth colony. He seitled in the Fairhaven section of
Old Dartmouth, There is a monument to John Cooke in Fairhaven.
He wag the last sorvivor of the Pilgrims who landed in Plymouth
in 1620,

‘Mot all the purchasers signed the paper that recorded the
sale of Dartmouth. Jebhn Cooke and John Winslow were the
signers for the white people. Massasoit's older som, Wamsuita
signed for the Indians. Since Massasoit could not write he lefl
hiz mark. His mark looked like this b b,

DARTMOUTH'S NAME

Although the sale took place November 290, 1652, the deed
was ot recorded undil June 1684 How many vears later was
that? This time the paper was signed by Massasoit's younger son,

Our town received its name then, tos. The original charter
says, “The said town bee henceforth called and knowne by the
name - Dartmouth.” Did you notice two words that were spelled
differently 300 years ago?
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