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N E W  E N G L A N D  N E W S PA P E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

Instructors and junior instructors of the Community Boating Center in New Bedford prepare for the upcoming summer programs, which begin on Monday, with a sail off in Clark’s Cove.  
[ PETER PEREIRA/THE STANDARD-TIMES/SCMG ]
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By Jennette Barnes
jbarnes@s-t.com

NEW BEDFORD — Eleven-
year-old Warren Cappra, a 
student at Alfred J. Gomes 
Elementary School, has been 
selected by the Atlanta-
based A.D. King Foundation 
to appear as a youth ambas-
sador and sing at foundation 
engagements in the United 
States and abroad, according 
to Babs Onabanjo, the founda-
tion president.

The foundation advocates 
nonviolence in the tradition 
of Alfred Daniel Williams 
King and his brother, famed 
civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr., and promotes 
entrepreneurship and youth 
empowerment.

“Recently, upon consulta-
tion with the board of [the] 

A.D. King Foundation, I felt 
the need to select and high-
light the ongoing efforts of 
Warren Cappra to bring atten-
tion to the global pandemic of 
‘bullying,’” Onabanjo wrote in 
an email.

“As an ambassador for the 
A.D. King Foundation, Warren 
will be joining us on numerous 
occasions here in the US and 
abroad to perform his song 
and also serve on various panel 
discussions,” he wrote.

Dates and locations are still 
in development.

Cappra, the youngest of nine 
children, recorded the song 
“Bully Proof” with guidance 
from his father, James Cappra 
of New Bedford. James Cappra 
has worked in the music 
industry and coached several 
of his children to perform in 
a variety of venues, including 

in a talent competition at the 
Apollo Theater in Harlem.

Asked to sing a few bars, 
Warren Cappra sang, “Every 
time I walked down the street 
/ A bully would approach me / 
And tell me to give him all I’ve 
got / He was much bigger than 
me / I never thought I’d be free 
/ Till I drew the line, said I’ll 
be a victim for the last time / 
And now, now I am bully proof 
/ I’m no longer afraid of you.”

The younger Cappra said 
he was once the target of bul-
lying, and he has witnessed 
pushing and name-calling 
among his peers.

“I think that bullying should 
stop,” he said.

Asked about his musical 
influences, he cited Bruno 
Mars and MC Hammer.

“I kind of like singing when 
my dad puts on the radio,” he 

said.
The Cappras’ connection 

to the A.D. King Foundation 
comes through a colleague in 
the music industry, Gregory 
McPherson, who is a founda-
tion board member, the elder 
Cappra said. Cappra said the 

“Bully Proof” lyrics were writ-
ten by Lawrence Wedgeworth,
and the music by Gordon
Worthy.

“To me, this is a big situa-
tion here, for him to get this at
11 years old,” the father said.
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Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s 
highs and tonight’s lows.
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Sunrise 5:15 a.m.
Sunset 8:21 p.m.
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Moonset 2:19 a.m.

Wind southwest 4-8 knots today. Seas 1-3 
feet. Visibility clear. Wind south 3-6 knots 
tonight. Seas 1-2 feet. Clear. Wind east 4-8 
knots tomorrow. Seas 1-2 feet.
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Mostly sunny and nice

83/55

WEDNESDAY
Mostly sunny

81/56

THURSDAY
Clouds and sun

79/62

FRIDAY
Humid with episodes of 
sunshine

80/66

SATURDAY
Times of clouds and sun

85/59
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Yesterday 70 Moderate
Today Good

SUMMARY: Mostly sunny and nice today. 
Winds southwest 4-8 mph. Clear tonight. 
Winds light and variable. Mostly sunny 
tomorrow. Winds south-southeast 4-8 mph.

Forecasts and graphics provided
by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2017

Source: Asthma and Allergy Associates
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POLLEN INDEX

Low Low Low Absent

PRECIPITATION

TEMPERATURE

COOLING DEGREE DAYS
An index of energy consumption indicating how 
many degrees the average temperature was 
above 65 degrees for the day.

WIND

High 87
Low 64
Normal high 81
Normal low 64
Record high 101 in 2002
Record low 45 in 2007

Yesterday 11
Month to date 33
Year to date  159
Normal year to date 169

Highest SW at 15 mph

New Bedford through 6 p.m. Monday

24 hours ending 6 p.m. Mon. 0.00"
Month to date Trace
Normal month to date 0.27"
Year to date 24.60"
Normal year to date 25.58"

MASS. DAILY NUMBERS
Drawn Monday afternoon 4-3-8-8
Payoffs on $1 bet exact order
4 digits $5,094
3 digits $713
2 digits $61
1 digit $6
Payoffs on $1 bet any order
4 digits $424
First 3 digits $119
Last 3 digits $238
Drawn Monday night 6-2-5-2
Payoffs on $1 bet exact order
4 digits $5,543
3 digits $776
2 digits $67
1 digit $7
Payoffs on $1 bet any order
4 digits $462
First 3 digits $129
Last 3 digits $259

RI MIDDAY 6-4-0-6
RI EVENING 4-0-0-2

Drawn Sunday Night
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ENTERTAINMENT

City youth selected to sing at nonviolence events

James Cappra, left, and his son, Warren, age 11. [MIKE VALERI/THE 

STANDARD-TIMES/SCMG]

By Aimee Chiavaroli
achiavaroli@s-t.com

Two days after she won the 
title, Jillian Zucco of Mattapoi-
sett is still trying to grasp the 
fact that she is the new Miss 
Massachusetts.

“It’s just so surreal. I am still 
in shock and it hasn’t really hit 
me yet that I’m going to Miss 
America,” she said. The pageant 
of pageants is taking place Sept. 
10 in Atlantic City, New Jersey.

Competing as Miss Bristol 
County on Saturday, Zucco, 24, 
was crowned at the 78th annual 
Miss Massachusetts Scholarship 
Pageant at the Hanover Theatre 
in Worcester. She was one of 21 
contestants.

After being first runner-up 
for the last two years, Zucco was 
determined to be first, especially 
because she was at risk of aging 
out of the competition. In total, 
this weekend marked her fifth 
time competing.

“I’m more in tune with myself 
and I’m more comfortable with 
who I am,” Zucco said, since 
graduating  magna cum laude 
from UMass Dartmouth last year 
with a bachelor of science degree 
in nursing and becoming a regis-
tered nurse.

“It really sunk in that you have 
to be unapologetically yourself,” 
she added.

As a result of the win, she was 
awarded a $12,000 scholar-
ship. In addition, she received a 
few more scholarships of more 
than $200, one being a $250 
scholarship as the winner of 
the Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals Miracle Maker Award.

This year, Zucco raised more 
than $5,000 for Children’s Mir-
acle Network Hospitals (CMNH) 
/ Boston Children’s Hospital. 
Since 2013, she’s raised nearly 
$25,000 for CMNH.

As Miss Massachusetts, Zucco 
will highlight her platform, 
“Choose a Cause, Make a Dif-
ference” and promote CMNH, 
the national platform of the Miss 
America Organization.

Her platform is about “spread-
ing the spirit of volunteerism,” 
she said in a phone interview late 
Monday afternoon. “My goal is 
to inspire people to serve and 
to educate the public about the 
variety of volunteer opportuni-
ties there are because there really 
is something for every one indi-
vidual talent and interest.”

Rather than donating blood, 

she’ll host a blood drive and 
rather than donating money to a 
cause she cares about, she’ll host 
a fundraiser, maintaining “The 
more people who help, the more 
individuals are impacted.”

The new title means a busy 
schedule for Zucco. Monday she 
was off to fill out Miss America 
paperwork with the Miss Massa-
chusetts executive director. She 
is slated to appear in the Fourth 
of July Parade in Freetown. On 
Wednesday, she has an interview 
with Fun 107 and Thursday has a 
Miss America photo shoot.

At the end of the month, she 
plans to attend a Miss America 
orientation in Orlando, Florida, 
and then will likely leave for the 
pageant in Atlantic City in the 
last week of August, she said. 
In the midst of that, she’ll con-
tinue her fundraising and blood 
drive efforts for CMNH/Boston 
Children’s Hospital, which has a 
general blood shortage, she said.

Zucco has an extensive 
resume. She was recently rec-
ognized by the Bristol County 
Chamber of Commerce for 
averaging more than 750 hours 
of community service per year, 
which includes organizing annual 
blood drives, food drives and the 
annual “Miss Inspirational” pro-
gram Zucco created, similar to a 
pageant, to provide a platform for 
girls and young women with spe-
cial needs and disabilities.

She works with the United 
Way of Greater New Bedford as a 
member of the planning commit-
tee for the Hunger Heroes project 
and as a volunteer at functions 
throughout the year. She’s the 
co-director of the Showstop-
pers community-service singing 
troupe. She’s also a volunteer 
at the Share the Harvest Com-
munity Farm in Dartmouth and 
GiftsToGive in Acushnet.

There are other SouthCoast 
winners. Semi-finalists received 
a $400 scholarship and include 
Aubrie Przybysz of Boston, Miss 
Lakeville, who also received the 
$250 Dr. Robert Harney Pre-
liminary Swimsuit Award and 
Molly Caron of Raynham, Miss 
Middleboro.

Sara Achorn of Rochester, Miss 
Plymouth County, received a 
$200 scholarship as the most 
talented non-finalist.

Olivia Marques of New Bed-
ford, Miss New Bedford, and 
Lyndsey Littlefield of East 
Taunton, Miss South Coast, each 
won a $100 scholarship.

‘Still in shock’
SOUTHCOAST

Jillian Zucco of Mattapoisett per-
forms during the talent competition 
during the Miss Massachusetts 
pageant held Saturday night in 
Worcester. Left, Jillian Zucco is 
crowned Miss Massachusetts 2017 
by Alissa Musto of Rehoboth, Miss 
Massachusetts 2016. Assisting is 
Carly Fisher of West Bridgewater, 
Miss Massachusetts’ Outstanding 
Teen 2017. [PHOTOS BY VERSION 2.0 

PRODUCTIONS/MISS MASSACHUSETTS 

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION]

Mattapoisett woman wins Miss Massachusetts, earns a spot in Miss America competition

“It’s just so surreal. I am still in shock and it 
hasn’t really hit me yet that I’m going to Miss 
America.”
Jillian Zucco, Miss Massachusetts


